project methodology

Gather Air Pollution Data:

Resources:

State Environmental Agency Website:  
State Environmental Agency Special Reports (talking to Primary Contacts)

Federal EPA Website: www.epa.org 
Scorecard Website: www.scorecard.org 
Method:
While we intended to use High School Students for this, we ended up having an Environmental Consultant primarily collect the existing data.  However, it would be possible to collect this using a few dedicated volunteers, or students at middle school or higher levels that have internet access.

We also did a fair amount of data manipulation to develop charts for visuals.  This takes an elevated knowledge of Excel or other similar data software.
In addition, we conducted a physical inventory of area businesses to verify: locations: that potential large air sources were not missed from state or federal reporting data; determine the number of a selection of area sources to estimate their contribution.  We conducted several “Community Mapping Days” and sought volunteers thru both advertising and a small financial incentive for organizations that mobilized a group of volunteers.  

Gather HEALTH DATA:

Resources:

State Dept.of Public Health
American Lung Association

Local Boards of Health
Method:

Most of the data we collected was available online, thus again a savvy internet person or students could collect the data.   

Interpretation of this data….
Prioritize reductions:

Resources:

EPA NATA
EPA RSEI
Community

Method:
LESSONS LEARNED:
Get Stakeholders Involved Early

Confirm Current Sources and Best way to Research further

